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Tfl rN !TY T i\BlET, 
VoL. VIII. HARTFORD, CoNN., SATURDAY, DEc.KMBER 4, 1875. No. XII. 
Glazier's Art Gallery. 
Where may be found a large assortment of Geo. Saunders & Co., 
Oil and Water Color 
p AINTINGS PHARMACEUTISTS, 
' AND DEALERS IN Line and Mezzo Tint Engravings, Water 
Colored Photographs, &c. FANCY AND TOILET ARTICLES, 
ALSO, FRAMES OF NEWEST DESIGNS. 
276 MAIN STREET, HARTFORD, CONN. 
Respectfully, CHOICE HAVANA CIGARS, 
0. D. GLAZIER & CO. 
ESTABLISHED 1856. WINES, Ll~UEURS, &c., 
CITY OPTICAL ESTABLISHMENT 
AND DEPOT FOR 
LAZARUS & MORRIS PARK DRUG STORE, 
PERFECTED 377 Asylum St., corner Ford St. 
E. D. WILLIAMS, 
DEALER IN 
SPEC'f.ACLES .AND ErE-GL.ASS~S, Imported and Domestic Cigars, 
Opera Glasses, Optical Inst-ruments, and Drawing 
Materials. Tobaccos, Snuffs, Pipes and Smokers' Articles, 
144 Asylum St., under Allyn House, Hartford, Conn. 4 STATE STREET, COR. MAIN, 
KALISCH & SMITH, Opticians. HARTFORD, OONN. 
KRUG, PARISH & CO., College Book Store. 
Manufacturers of Cz"gars, -
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALERS IN BROWN & GROSS, 
SMOKING & CHEWING TOBACCOS, 
Snuffs, Meerschaum and Briar Pipes, &c. 
267 MAIN ST., HARTFORD, CONN. 
L. KRUG, 
BooKsELLERs & ST A TIONERs, 
NO. 49 ASYLUM STREET, 
HARTFO:R.D, CONN. 
MICHAEL POWERS, 
CHAS. KUEHNHOLD, R. B. PARISH. F. A BROWN. W. H. GROSS. 
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H . S. HOUSE, 
City Hotel Drug Store. 
Drugs and Medicines of all kinds. 
Imported Cigars best in town. 
Students' Trade Solicited. 
SEYMS & CO., 
Wholesale and Retail Dealers in Choice 
TEA, COFFEE, SUGAR, FRUIT, &c. 
A general assortment of Choice Family Groceries. 
217 MAIN ST., CITY HOTEL BLOCK, HARTFORD, CONN. 
F. A. SYKES, 
No. 7 ALLYN HOUSE, HARTFORD, CONN., 
Fancy Bakery and Lunch Rooms. Weddings, Colla-
tions, Dinners, Soirees, furnished in the most ruhercht 
- :le., Waiters and Music furnished. 
Particular attention given to· getting up College 
reads!' 
D EMING & FENN, 
Manufacturers of and Dealers in 
F urniture of all kinds, 
Embracing, Parlor, Chamber, Dining-Room and 
Library Suites. 
205'MAIN ST., (opposite Athenreum,) HARTFORD. 
Students Furniture a specialty. 
N ew Store ! New Goods! 
Call and Examz"ne ! 
ERNST SCHALL, 
207 MAIN STREET, CORNER OF MULBKRRY, 
DEALER IN 
Diamonds, Watches, Stone Cameos, 
Sterling Silver, Plated Ware, &c. 
No Old Stock. Everything new and sure to suit, 
WATOH REPAIRING. 
WILLIAM p . W OOLLEY's 
F ALL AND WINT ER 
Goods in Store. 
Choice Goods for Men's W ear 
Made to order in first style and at short notice. 
Very respectfully, 
John J. Lehr, 
Over Conklin's "Bazaar.'' 
Men's Furnishing Goods, 
At Popular Prices, 
At CONK.LIN'S BAZAAR. 
H. W. CONKLIN, 
Manufacturer of the Celebrated 
P HreNIX SHIRTS, 
PERFECT FITTING, 
and SUPERIOR in EVERY respect . . 
POPULAR GOODS AT POPULAR PRICES. 
H. W. CONKLIN, 
NO. 264 MAIN STREET 
BACON'S 
Restaurant and Supper R ooms, 
No. 25 CENTRAL ROW. 
Oysters in every style. 
All kinds of Game in its Season. 
~tudents will find this House the best and most rea-
sonable in the city for Parties, Suppers and Spreads. 
Private Supper Rooms if desired. 
MRS. A. A. BACON, Propriet_rea. 
ALFRED EST LOW, Clerk. 
E. P. & W M. K ~LLOGG, 
LIVERY ST ABLE, Art and Photograph Gallery, 
No. 108 MAIN STREET. 
Good Horses and Carriages to let at fair 
prices. Hacks furnished for Parties, Weddings, 
Funerals, or by the hour. Passengers for 
Boat or Cars called for in any part of the City. 
Horses kept by the Day or Week, at reason-
able Rates. 
Orders may be left at the OFFICE. 
No. 279 MAIN STREET, 
HARTFORD, CONN. 
Picture Frames of all kinds made at short 
notice, and prices reasonable. 
Photographs Executed in every style of the art. 
Satisfaction warranted. 
Special Attention paid to Class Pictures. 
VoL. VIII. HARTFORD, CONN., SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1875. No XII. 
])JUNKING SONG OF '78. 
.Air, •· Son of a Gamboli6r." 
Oh I come gather round, my comrades, 
Yes, gather one and all, 
And raise on high the banner 
Of the class that ne'er shall fall. 
Oh I then gather roand, my comrades, 
And sing in joyful glee, 
Till the dear old halls shall echo 
Seventy-eight and Trinity. 
How oft around the fe,tive board, 
With wine and gayest song, 
We've passoo away the merry hours, 
As still we journeyed on. 
And later, as we wandered back, 
The city park would ring ; 
So, swell aloud the chorus, boys, 
The one we used to sing. 
And when at length we come to part, 
And say the last good-bye ; 
Perhaps a bitter tear shall start 
And dim the brightest eye. 
Yet memory in her fond embrace, 
Shall cherish other days, • 
While Hope with rosy, smiling face, 
Gilds Life's untrodden ways. 
one university devoted to the higher educa-
tion. At the University of Virginia educa-
tion is pushed possi,bly beyond the ordinary 
college curriculum, but the fault with her is 
that she admits students to any department 
and to any class without previous examina-
tion as to their fitness to go on with said class. 
(The question of fitness, it may be 
said, will regulate itself, but on]y after the 
student has wasted money and time.) The 
Uni ,·ersity of Virginia, it is c]aimed, more-
over, approaches more nearly the German 
university system than any other institution 
in this country. But there is this important• 
difference, waiving the question of an equally 
high standard: while the University of Vir-
ginia admits all, the German universities 
stringently exclude persons not prepared. 
As a ru1e they require from the candidate for 
admission the exhibition of a certificate from 
a gymnasium, which about corresponds with 
a diploma from the best of our New England 
colleges. Many of the students in the Ger-
man universities study law, theology and 
A POST GRADUATE UNIVERSITY. medicine as sciences, and not with a view to 
It is pretty generally admitted that there is practice. We have in America no class of 
need in our country of a school of a higher · students to correspond with these. A "prac-
standard than those which already exist ; that tical " education, bread and butter study is 
the progress in the education of the minds of what we sensible Americans want. While 
the young men in the country has attained with the German the prevailing idea is that a 
the point where it demands that for which uuiverBity is a place ~o make a man a thinker, 
there is no source of supply. We have no and that if a man is a thinker the rest will 
Post-Graduate University, no" school of phi- come in due time. Hence the German uni-
losophy" where the graduates of our colleges versities have given to Germany her intellec-
may prosecute their studies beyond the tual supremacy. In America, the want of a 
reg~lar requirements for the degree of I higher culture is as marked a peculiarity as is 
Bachelor of Arts. We have in the United the general diffusion of lower culture. But 
States a population of forty millions, and not the general diffusion of lower culture does 
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not satisfy the wants of a country. It is a sorial heaveu, aud would educate the gradn-
. necessity, and it would be well if some steps ates of all the sub-colleges to the very high-
could be taken towards the establishment of est pitch. If this plan were attempted to be 
one grand university, to which all the col- carried out, it would, as we hinted abc,ve, stir 
leges would look _as their superior, and where up a revolution in the intellectual world; 
it would be their aim and object to send all there would be no little strife for the mastery 
their graduates. Of' course, if such an at- among all institutions of learning, but the 
tempt should be made, a great cry would come result of such warfare would only be to confer 
up from all the petty institutions in the coun- lastiIJg benefits upon this country by the ele-
try for their being converted into the Nation- vation of our standard in scholarship. 
al University. Harvard and Boston would In the discussion of the establishment of a 
be the first to the front to assert their claims. "National University," selfish motives, sec-
But if an amicable arrangement could be tarian differences and the good of Amer-
made such as we mentioned above, it would iean students take opposite sides. Yet we 
be one of the best steps the country could . are glad to see that sectarian differences, in 
·take. Of course such an institution is a spite of the hue and cry of individual bigots, 
growth rather than a spontaneous creation, are fast growing weaker, and we believe in 
yet certainly we ought to satisfy ourselves the course of time this difficulty will be sur-
with small beginnings in the hope of some- mounted. 
thing better in the future. And, again it In the founding of a large university 
might be urged that if there had been supported by th~ Federal government, 
a need for such a school, it would have been the country's need wi11 be satisfied. Such 
established long ago; that our great thinkers an institution might be considered an ex-
find abundant opportunity for exercising periment. We ask what is not an exper-
their lofty minds. [This last is a purely iment in this line. And as far as being 
· selfish consideration.] And, however the first an experiment is concerned, we venture 
consideration might be answered by those to predict such an institution would have · 
who have given up their lives to educating more chanceAof life and prosperity than many 
youth, it seems to us that it would be well to of our smaller colleges, supported by private 
make the experiment. corporations. Education in America in the 
Let us have a grand central university, matter of college training is in a transition 
where the professors are all well paid; a place state. Everywhere, there are attacks made 
where no stupid, uninteresting freshmen will against the inaccuracy and the mile-a-minute 
disturb the tranquillity of those learneq in rate of skimming and skipping over text-books, 
ancient lore; a place where students are only intending to give a "general knowledge" 
ready and willing to enter upon the higher of the subject, which is no knowledge at all, 
and more difficult walks of science, and whose trying to accomplish more than is pot;sible 
diplomas will be significant representatives of within four years. So, therefore, we who 
the most thorough and finished scholars in know how it is ask for a change. The prob-
America; a place where the professors, con- lem of breaking away from old methods and 
genial in literary tastes, wi11 devote all their trying experiments, is both intricate and 
leisure moments to the advancement of difficult, but it is one which is confronting 
science, and in researches and publications a11 intelligent people and must continue to 
of interest to the outside world. This excite deeper interest. · 
plan would attract all the brightest stars It may not be solved for some years to 
of intel1igence to cluster around this profes- come, but we have hopes that innovations 
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will be made from time to time, and that as 
each objectionable feature is abandoned, a 
better one will take its place. Towards such a 
desired end, the perfection of our educational 
system, the discussion of existing defocts and 
suggestions of how they may be remedied 
cannot but contribute. 
SARATOGA ATHLETICS. 
'fhe convention which meets in Springfield 
to-day may not be generally understood ~y 
Trinity men. It arises from a call to the 
athletic associations of various colleges, dated 
New Haven, Nov. 22, and signed by the 
presidents of the Harvard and Yale associa-
tions. This circular letter states that "it has 
long seemed advisable to many of those in-
terested in college athletics, that the manage-
ment of the annual intercollegiate contests at 
aratoga should be undertaken by the differ-
ent colleges who care to be represented in 
these sports." Accordingly the present as-
semblage of two delegates from each college 
is held to consult upon the advisability of the 
step. The Trinity association ha@ acceded to 
the request and appointed two delegates, 
who depart for the Massasoit House this 
morning. 
In this way a third association of col-
leges bids fair to begin an existence, and 
one which soon will take a high rank in 
popular interest, second only to the Row-
ing ssociation, fur the half dead Lite-
rary Association has never commanded 
any important share of public attention. 
And the annual games at Saratoga deserved-
ly command this share of esteem ; it is only 
proper that physical training should be afford- • 
ed further inducements than the limits of the 
unh•ersity Boat Race allow. It is well, too, 
that the thought has occurred to the colleges 
to take the management of these games into 
their own hands, though it seems somewhat 
useless to oblige colleges to send two sets of 
delegates to these two separate associations; 
time, however, will show whether or not it is 
expedient to combine them. 
We are glad to notice that our athletic as-
sociation has roused itself to a sense of its 
duty in advertising a series of annual games 
to be held some time next spring, according to 
a suggestion made in a former number of the 
TABLET. The programme decided upon will 
be found in another part of this issue, the 
day to be definitely fixed hereafter. In view 
of the increased impor~nce of the Saratoga 
athletics, it is high time that such a move-
ment should be begun here, and it has not 
been taken in hand a day too soon. We trust 
that men will examine this list carefully, and 
at the proper time begin the necessary prac-
tice to enable them to take a creditable part 
in our spring games. Only in a way like 
this can we prepare ourselves for a proper en-
trance to the intercollegiate sports next sum-
mer, and stand on an equal footing in this re-
gard with our sister colleges. 
MINOR MATTERS. 
TRINITY DRAMATIC CLUB. 
The histrionic fever has broken out ~gor-
ously with promises of valuable results. Seve-
ral men, principally in the upper classes, have 
formed themselves into a dramatic club, for 
which the following officers have been chosen: 
Manager, B. E. Warner, '76; stage manager, 
H. H. Briglrnm, '76; secretary, C. A. Van 
Nostrand, '77; treasurer, W. C. Skinner, '76. 
The entertainment will be presented in the 
Cabinet or Gymnasium at an early day. The 
play will be " Twice-told Tales." 
PRIZE ORATIONS. 
The oratorical contest will occur on Thurs-
day evening, the 16th inst. The appoint-
ments made by the Professor of English are: 
Seniors, Warner and Dn Bois; Juniors, Scud-
der and Stanley ; Sophomores, Chipman and 
Chapin. The programme will be as follows : 
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The Federal Convention of 1787, 
C. A. VAN N osTRAND, Iowa. 
Cuba, H. V. RUTHERFORD, Me. 
The Fall of Babylon, J .. D. STANLEY, Tenn. 
Jesuitism in America, B. E. WARNER, N. J. 
The Vision of Caligula, G. S. CHIPMAN, N. J. 
The Siege of Paris, W. V. CHAPIN, R. I. 
We hope that the Glee Club will en Ii ven 
the exercises. The committee of award will 
probably be composed of Gen. Franklin, Ex-
Mayor Robinson, and Mr. R. D. Hubbard. 
ELECTIONS. 
The Sophomore class has elected the fol-
lowing officers : 
William V. Chapin, President. 
T. M. Roberts, Vice President. 
W. C. Blackmer, Secretary. 
W. C. Ferrill, Treasurer. 
F. de P. Hall, Chronicler. 
The following officers were elected at a re-
cent meeting of the Athletic Association: 
E. M. Scudder, President. 
H. 0. DuBois, Vice President. 
John D. McKennan, Secretary. 
W.W. Gillette, Treasurer. 
Directors of the Gymnasium, E. M. Scud .. 
der, H. V. Rutherford, W. C. Skinner, R. H. 
oleman. 
Brigham, Porter, McKennan, Warner· and 
Gillette are the Senior committee on class 
pictures. 
A'fHL~'TIC GAMES. 
The programme for the spr.ing field sports 
will be about as follows ; such changes, of 
course, will be made, as may seem proper to 
the committee: One hundred-yard dash, 
throwing base ball, putting cannon ball, 
throwing hammer, one mile mn, three mile 
walk, wheelbarrow race, one hundred and 
twenty yard hurdle race over ten hurdles, 
running jump, standing jump, hop, skip and 
jump, half-mile run, running high jump, 
standing high jump, strangers' race, one lnm-
dred yards. The second Saturday in May 
has been chosen as the time for holding the 
games. The Athletic Association has taken 
the matter in hand, and appointed the follow-
ing committee, w.ho will be happy to furnish 
Rll the information in their power to those 
who propose to contest: Jno. D. McKennan, 
chairman; H. 0. Du Bois, W.W. Gillette. 
R.KAI>ING ROOM. 
For a few weeks after '77 took the Read-
ing Room, they did admirably, but of late 
there has been a wonderful falling off. Very 
often, through Adams' thickheadedness, the 
fire is allowed to go out, daily papers are left 
nnfile~ for days at a time, magazines and peri-
odicals are kicked about the floor, and the 
invariable excuse is slung at every one who 
remonstrates- " It isn't my week; I'm not 
going to do another fellow's work." It does 
not require much shrewdness to conclude from 
the spiiit of this remark, that such careless-
ness is the result of nothing else in the world 
bnt pure laziness. When everybody wants to 
saddle the blame of a misdemeanor on every-
body else, and no one is to blame, it is a 
sign that there is something wrong. Not only 
does the committee suffer in consequence of 
this lack of energy, but the whole class which 
they represent have to bear their share. If a 
radical change does not take place soon we 
would not like to prophesy what the Reading 
Room will come to before many weeks. 
THE CATALOGUE. 
. The catalogue was issued on the '13th ult., 
the day of our last publication. The present 
number shows many improvements on prece-
ding ones, and indicates that the catalogue is 
gradually becoming a more complete com-
pendium of college matters; the number of 
l 1ages has spread to fifty-four, made up with 
numerous additions, the contents, lectures and 
voluntary studies being enumerated. There 
is very little untruth in the catalogue, but 
those lectures on Greek Drama, Homer and 
the Laws of ·Health, have not met with a 
recent delivery. There are no bogus students 
on the list, and the Faculty will be as stated, 
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when Dr. Shattuck puts in ij long hoped-for 
appearance. We regret to notice the suspen-
sion of the prizes for Sophomore French and 
Senior poems, the lo·ss of which is compensa-
ted by two Jackson philosophical prizes and 
a Greek prize. The admission examination 
papers are put in the body of the work, in-
stead of in an appendix, where they properly 
belong, and where they should be accompa-
nied by the annual and honor papers. We 
are anxious that the excellence of our curricu-
lum should be better known, and the examina-
tion papers will show this. If the expense 
of printing these extra pages is too great, a 
little extra charge would be willingly paid. 
The degree of Bachelor of Science calls for 
the regular course of study in the English 
and scientific departments, and in the Latin 
of the first two years, with one of the usual 
special courses. The mathematical and mod-
ern languages are not mentioned. 
An appendix gives an account of the new 
buildings and a cut of the appearance they 
will never present, though the changes are 
duly noted. 
BASE BALL. 
Seventy-six, the present champions of the 
college, played a match game of- ball with 
the Freshmen, on the campus, November 
13th. The game was a very creditable one, 
considering the roughness of the g~ound and 
want of•previous practice. With a little hard 
work '79 would be difficult to beat. The 
Seniors won in ten innings by the appended 
score: 
SEVENTY-SIX. 
SEVENTY-NINE. 
R. O. 
White, e. . . . . . . . . . . . .• . ...........•.......•.• 2 4 
Stark, s. s .... ................................ 3 2 
Chapman, p ................................... 2 3 
Elbert, e. f .................................... 8 2 
Hagar, 1 b .................................... 1 4 
Truby, r. f ............ . ..................... 2 3 
Bredin, 2 b ................. . ................ 0 4 
Shelton, 1. f ..••....••.•••.........••.......... 0 5 
Potwine, 8 b .................................. 2 3 
15 30 
INNINGS. 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Seventy-six ........ 3 1 2 2 0 0 4 1 2 1-16 
Seven\y-nine ..... . 0 2 1 1 6 3 0 2 0 0-15 
On the same afternoon, the Sophomores 
defeated the Juniors by the appended score : 
SEVENTY-SEVEN. 
R. O. 
Kurtz, p .................... ............... . 1 3 
Hoopt>r, c. f •••••••••••••••• .••••..•..••••••... 3 1 
Coleman, 1 b ... ............................... 2 2 
Burgwin, 2 b... . ............................ 1 3 
Sherman, 1. f ... . .............................. 1 3 
Rogers, c... . ............................... 4 0 
Georsre, 3 b. . . . . . •. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . ........ 1 3 
Huske, s.s ... ................................. 2 1 
Stanley, r. f ...•...•..........••..•...••...•... 1 2 
16 18 
SEVENTY-EIGHT. 
R. O. 
White, 1 b. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............ 3 3 
Campbell, e ... .. .............................. 5 1 
N. Deuel, e. f ................................... 2 4 
Blackmer, 2 b ................................. 2 3 
Hunter, p. . • . . . . . . . . . . ... . ........... . ....... 4 1 
Williaml'I, 3 b ............ , ................... 1 3 
Ferrill, s. s . ............... , .................. 3 2 
Stewart, r. f .... . .... ... ....................... 3 1 
23 18 
INNINGS. 
1 2 3 4 5 6 
Seventy-seven ................... 1 1 4 4 3 3-16 
Seventy-eight .. ................. 3 2 2 3 11 2-23 
Umpire-Brigham, '76. 
As seventy-eight played with only a por-
tion of their nine, the victory was the more 
R. 
Brigham, p.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ 3 
o. complete. 
3 
Lincoln, 1 b .. ................................. 3 
McKennan, c . ................................ 3 
Moore,2b .•••................•........ . .... .. . 2 
Rutherford, s.s..... . ......................... 1 
Du Bots, 3 b .......................... . ..•.... 0 
Skinner, 1. f .••....•.•••.•....••.......•..... . . 1 
Gillette, r. f •••.••..•..••••.••••••••••••...... 8 
Porter, e. f .........••..........•••..•.....•... 0 
16 
2 
3 
8 
4 
5 
4 
1 
5 
The Student is anxious that Amherst should 
enter the I. C. L. A. The local news is 
amusing, as witness the following which head 
the column : "When I can't we can." "Prof. 
--- did not go to the last show." How 
30 edified its readers must be. 
THE TRINITY TABLET. 
Published every three weeks during term-time by 
tlte Students of 
TRINITY COLLEGE. 
Managing Editor, . . ISAAC HIESTER, '76. 
EDITORS, CLASS OF '76. 
EDWARD N. BURKE, 
lBAAC HIESTER, 
JOHN D. MCKENNAN, 
PERCIVAL PADGETT. 
any of the editors, or addressed to Drawer 20, 
Hartford Post Office. A little attention to 
this request on the part of those subscribers 
who intend to pay, but have thus far failed 
to do so from carelessness or inconvenience 
will properly balance our accounts. 
Cr>LLEGE ANIJ CAMPUS. 
Before another three weeks will pass and 
the time for another issue of the TABLE'r shall 
arrive, the term will have ended, the recita-
Terms 82-50 per year. In advance, 82.oo. tions have been discontinued, and ourselves 
Single copies 20 cents. ~cattered far and wide. It is with mingled 
Subscriptions, Advertisements and Communi- feelings of regret and relief that we announce 
cations should be addressed to t.hat with this number the present board steps 
"THE TRINITY TABLET," . down and out; regret that so many associa-
DRAWER 20, HARTFORD, CONN. 
The TABLET is for sale at 41 J. H. 
tions and duties, a source alike of pleasure 
and profit shall be die.solved, and a feeling of 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~- relief which always comes from being freed 
CONTENTS. from any position of responsibility. When 
VoL. VIII, No. XII, DECEMBER 4, 1875. we took charge of THE TABLET twelve months 
ago, without desiring to be radical reformers, 
Drinking Song of '78 · 179 we realized that some changes were neceseary. 
A Post Graduate University. 179 With the evil before our eyes of irregularity 
Saratoga Ath1etics 181 of publication, we determined to remedy this 
Minor Matters 181 defect, and with honest pride we may now To Subscribers 184 
say that every number has been put out on College and Campus 184 
Imagination in Common Things . 185 the day advertised. It had been the custom 
Old Customs and New. Needs 186 of previous managements to issue one TABLET 
The Value of Discussions 187 each month during the whole year. But dur-
Personal 188 ing the summer, this was a needless task, as 
Particles 189 no students were about college, and conse-
Book Notices 189 quently no news was to be had. Another 
Notes on Exchanges 
R.A.A.C. 
TO SUBSCRIBERS. 
189 change was therefore made-the July and 
190 August numbers were discontinued, and this 
gap made up by increased frequency of pu bli-
cation during term time. In these two re-
We take pleasure in restoring the old cus- gards we are convinced of our success. But 
tom of publishing title•page and contents at on the other hand, we are free to confess that 
the end of the volume. In return for this at certain times we have fallen short, and THE 
extra expense on our part, we think we are 
entitled to expect all subscriptions due us to 
be paid as soon as they conveniently may be, 
or, at tM farthest, bef ure the close of tM pres-
ent month. Subscriptions may be handed to 
TABLET has not been all it should be. Leav-
ing ont that humanum est errare, and all twad-
dle about the fallibility of man, etc., it would 
11ot be amiss to present one or two simple facts 
to our subscribers, in explanation of any defr-
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ciency that may have occurred. It has always 
been prominently paraded and printed in large 
type, that " THE TRINITY T .ABLET is intended 
to be an exponent of the views of the 
students of Trinity College. " Acting 
upon thi8 principle, which is doubtless a 
true one, our colummi have ever been free to 
all communications, both from Alumni and 
Undergraduates. Some of these we have 
We turn the future care of THE TABLET 
over to our successors, confident that they will 
retain any improvements we may have added. 
and supply others also. There falls to the 
Editors' lot a great deal of worry and disap-
pointment, but a great deal more of pleasure 
and benefit. With much regret, we dip our 
pen for the last time, and write our final line 
of farewell. 
published from a senae of dnty, and others of __________________ _ 
inferior merit have been rushed into print in 
times of hurry and confusion, a thing that 
must happen once in a while. For this no 
apology seems necessary. Formerly, great, 
and sometimes just complaints were made, 
that THE TABLET was a class organ, that the 
interests of the class to which the board of 
editors belonged were made paramount to all 
others. To obviate this abuse, to be perfectly 
fair and just, to give every one his due, to 
present both sides of a mooted question, has 
been our earnest endeavor, and no one can 
gainsay us when we affirm that on all occa-
sions when party interests jangled we have 
preserved an honest neutrality . 
• To the four men from '77 who will soon be 
called upon to assume editorial duties, we 
would offer a few words of suggestion. As 
was stated, we have issued THE TABLET every 
three weeks, instead of once a month, as for-
merly, and we have never been short of mat-
ter. A still further improvement in this re-
spect might be feasible. Could it be done with 
no great increase of expense, and without a 
sacrifice of the present appearance of THE 
TABLET, it would certainly be desirable. 
Great attention should be paid to the "Per-
sonal" column, for through it graduates are 
informed of the movements and whereabouts 
of their college friends, and are thus drawn 
nearer to their Alma Mater. Just here we 
would like to return our sincere thanks to 
Professor Hart for his assistance in this de-
partment, and for his kindness in furnishing 
us with many items of interest in regard to 
Alumni. 
IMAGINATION IN OOM.il/ON THINGS. 
It is curious and at the same time instruc-
tive to notice how important,-na.y, how in-
dispensable ·a part the power of imagination 
plays in nearly every act of mind, though 
the most commonplace. A few attempts are 
sufficient to show that we seldom think of 
even the most trivial things without giving 
them fO'l'm. If they originally do not 
possess it, we create it for them, and hence-
forth think of them under the figures to 
which we have assigned them. 
Indeed f(}'l"TTl, is such an important con-
dition of thouglit, that we are able-all have 
experienced it-to know an idea, to under-
8tand a principle, to feel that we are thinking, 
without having a single WO'l'd in our minds, 
form or figure being the framework upon 
which such thoughts can sometimes come into 
consciousness. 
We give shape to qualities, to abstract ideas, 
to names. Ask any one how the year ap-
pears to him, and he will answer without hes-
itation that to him the months arrange them-
selves in a circle, perhaps, or a straight line, 
or an ellipse, or it may be a broken circle, the 
gap coming between December and ,January. 
They run, too; from right to left, or from left 
to right. Perhaps each month, moreover, 
has a peculiar form or color of its own. 
To some the different paragraphs in a 
speech committed to memory have their own 
proper shape, by which each is distinguished 
from the others. Some nre small oblongs, 
some large oblongs; some small squares, some 
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large squares, and by recalling these forms, be carried out. But we plainly see, from even 
the subject matter of each becomes clearly these few, how potent, how curious, and how 
presented to the mind: To some persons the pleasurable an element imagination - the 
numeral sequence or the alphabet has a pecul- power to clothe-becomes even in the most 
iar arrangement; "a" perhaps in the bottom commonplace acts of the mind. Nothing 
left hand corner ; " b " up and to the right ; can be more intere~ting than to follow out 
" c" directly over " b "; " d" to the right of this line of thought, and discover how many 
"c," etc., and in this same arrangement the 'things are beautified, how many dull and in-
numbers or the. alphabet are always thought distinct thoughts of the mind are strength-
of. Each letter often has its own distinguish- ened, how many palace/, and castles, and rich 
ing shape or color, "e" is greyish white, per- adornments are builded up in unsuspected 
haps ; " b" red; " g " blue, etc., and these places, by that wonderful power of Imagin-
colors they constantly retain. ing. · 
It is a recognized fact that houses pos-
sess expression. Some are asleep; some 
have one eye shut; some smile at us ; while 
others are always scowling. · 
Proper names, too, have their own signifi-
es.nee, though this probably comes from as-
sociation. To me, for instance, the printed 
word " William " looks good natured and 
brave. It does not necessarily recall a Wil-
liam who possesses these qualities, but in it-
adf considered, woks these characteristics. 
"Henry " seems sturdy and blunt; "James" 
weak-minded and florid; "Arthur," refined, 
learned and effeminate ; and so with others. 
Common nouns, as wel1, have their own 
proper appearances. The word "reign" 
looks as if it were a king upon a throne; "r" 
is the erect and prompt qualities which fit 
him for his office ; " ei " is glancing down in 
thought, as if engaged in weighty matters of 
the law; "g" is a heavy balance for the 
whole, giving breadth and scope; ~hile "n" 
is plainly looking back into the mind, as if 
in self-scrutiny, and thus does the word al-
ways appear to me. What can bi more 
fierce-looking than the word " fierce "j 
Through "ierce" runs the rage of some 
wild animal, with open eye and gnash-
ing teeth, while "f" is an upraised arm, 
sword in hand, strong and ready, but need-
less,-for the "ierce" can fight its own bat-
tles well enough. 
It is wonderful how far these instances can 
OLD' CUSTOMS AND NEW NEEDS. 
It is a very noticeable fact in all institu-
tions which have survived for some time, that 
old customs and manners which were in their 
day extremely useful, and undoubtedly de-
manded by the needs of the times, have either 
outgrown their usefulness or so much depart-
ed from their original intention as to have 
assumed a very disjointed form, and to be 
loudly clamoring for a more correct adjust-
ment to the circumstances of the present time. 
It would be strange if in a college fifty years 
old even, this principle could not easily find 
exemplification. 
Our attention has been called to the induc-
tion of this truth by a consideration of two 
well-established college institutions which fall 
precisely into this category. The first is the 
Oratorical Contest which we engage in this 
month, the second is the Reading Room. 
It is well-known, we suppose, that the an-
nual contest in oratory was formerly sus-
tained by the two halls-the Athenreum and 
Parthenon-jointly furnishing the necessary 
funds for providing the medals and printing 
the programmes, each hall appointing three 
men to engage in the contest. This manner 
of maintaining the contest was perfectly 
proper, and probably the best that could pos-
sibly have been devised. It was a matter of 
eoc_iety pride that the expenses falling to the 
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lot of either should be promptly paid, and 
that the speakers should be the best that could 
be brought forward. When the halls ceased 
to exist, the course was taken to sustain the 
old contests by a voluntary assessment on 
every student, rather than let them fall away 
altogether. Probably, under the circumstan-
ces, this was the best. course to pursue. Al-
though the halls had died and the old compe-
tition had passed away with them, still it was 
reasonable to expect that the enthusiasm neces-
sary for the contest could be artificially sus-
tained for a few years. But when every trace 
of the old societies has now vanished, and 
men have forgotten the origin of the custom 
that now prevails to pay for the· medals by 
subsc1iption, it must seem to be at the very 
least a strange method of providing for these 
expenses. If we are confronted by the ques-
tion, what method shall be substituted for the 
one now in use, we confess our inability to 
solve the problem. From the importance of 
oratory, however, as a branch of our instruc-
tion, we confess our surprise that no means 
can be found to offer sufficient inducements 
for its cultivation. We understand the lim-
ited means the college has for offering suita-
ble prizes in nearly every study, and we only 
present the question to be added to the al-
ready numerous demands in other ways. 
In regard to the second point of our sub-
ject, we can speak in stronger terms. We 
have no hesitation in pronouncing it a griev-
ous tax upon good-nature to require five men 
from each Junior class to assume the respon-
sibility of paying for the papers on file in 
the Reading Room, to dun the Rtudents for 
subscriptions, and to take upon themselves a 
janitor's work in filing the papers. It has 
come to be a recognized fact that an acquain-
tance with the news of the day end a knowl-
edge of current topics is a necessary adjunct 
to a liberal education. If we want to he any-
thing more than well-crammed fossils of ency-
clopmdic subjects, we must have some means 
of putting our knowledge to a p1-actical use 
This fact is too patent to require demonstration, 
and the need of a proper management in the 
care of a Reading Room and the proper selec-
tion of periodicals is equally so. Without 
waiting the distant days of our new buildings, 
let the college authorities take this matter of 
supplying a good Reading Room into their 
own hands, either by raising the money by 
subscription or assessment among those who 
are willing to contribute, or by adding an 
additional item to the term-bills, just as that 
of the Gymnasium was added within our 
recollection. Under the present state of af-
fairs, the students, in their general capacity, 
must not be expected to do all that the old 
halls did, .and the sooner this fact is well 
understood, better results will follow. 
THE VALUE OF IJI80U8810N8. 
The cry comes up so often for increased 
facilities for debate and extempore speaking 
in our coll~ge that it may be well to probe 
the matter and consider the subject in a more 
extended light, for while we are forced to ad-
mit the absence of such debating societies as 
exist in most other colleges, we are convinced 
that the question of their utility is itself de-
batable. 
We fully admit the great-service they ac-
complish in training a speaker to be master 
of himself and to gain presence of mind and 
fluency of speech before an assembly. The 
latter qualities existing alone are of no good, 
are rather a positive harm; they foster a de-
sire to speak for the sake of speaking, of 
talking when there is nothing in the mind to 
be said, of giving vent to crude or disordered 
thoughts ·and thus of inducing a careless and 
indifferent habit of work· half-done or slov-
enly performed. Say that these are abuses 
of debating exercises ; you will find them 
hard to eradicate, for college students seldom 
do well what is not actually forced upon 
them. But admit that the evil is removed, 
grant that ea~h man has well pondered his 
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subject and arranged his thoughts, so that 
there is nothing hasty in his preparation, still 
it may be fairly asked, ~as this a tendency to 
engender a broadness of views, freedom of 
thought or enlargement of the mental facul-
ties i For it must be observed that having 
been appointed on a certain side of a ques-
tion, it is the speaker's only business to search 
the cavities of his brain for arguments favor-
ing his views, and reso1utely to shut his ears 
to all opposing facts except so far as it may 
be necessary to find a refutation for them ; 
he may even be required to present argu-
ments overthrowing his own real convictions, 
as appointments for debate are usually made. 
Nothing can more effectually dwarf the mind 
and cramp the energies than to restrict them 
thus to so limited a field of action. 
Admitting then, as we must, the necessity 
of practice in putting into appropriate lan-
guage the thoughts of our mind, as well as 
allowing ·these thoughts to spring up natur 
rally, and to obtain full force in forming our 
judgments, how are all these useful results 
to be obtained i The exercises in our regu-
lar course of English which are called dis-
C'U88'ton8, fulfill all these requirements most 
effectually. No man is expected to limit him-
self to speaking on one side of a question, 
but is required to state such arguments as 
come into his mind on both sides in their full 
force. Nor does this induce indecision. 
Having a11 the arguments before him he is 
. the better able to strike the balance between 
opposing views, and found his own convic-
tions on a firmer basis. Nothing tends more 
fully than this to enlarge the scope of our 
mjnds, to increase the field of our view and 
to strengthen our convictions when correctly 
formed. We regret that such exercises do 
not occur more frequently in our course than 
once in six weeks, the appointed interval. 
While then we have only the highest com-
mendation for societies indulging in the prac-
tice of extempore !peaking, and have always 
warmly countenanced their formation, we re-
gret the false princip]e on which they are too 
frequent]y established, and the hann they are 
bound to accomplish in one way, while per-
haps doing much good in another. 
PERSON.AL. 
It is particula.rly deeirous that the alumni furnleh us 
with all items of interest that may come to their know-
ledge, concerning every one who has been connected 
with th€' institution. We would ask their co-operation 
in making this department what it ought to be-a me-
dium between graduates and their Alma Mater. 
MooDY, '38. Rev. Martin Moody is at Fair 
Haven, Conn. 
ELY, '42. Rev. W. A. Ely is at Waterloo, 
New York: 
WAKEFIELD, '46. James B. Wakefield was 
recently elected Lieutenant Governor of Min-
nesota, on the Repn blican ticket. 
JAoocxs, '47. Rev. J. G. Jacocks is at 
Woodbury, Conn. ~ GADSDEN, '50. J. A. Gadsden died in 
Mexico in September. 
SEYMOUR, '52. Rev. E. Seymour is living 
in Marquette, Mich. 
JoHNBON, '54. Rev. George D. Johnson is 
at New Brighton, Staten Ii:iland. 
TRACY, '55. The address of Elisha Tracy, 
Esq., is 19 East 46th street, N. Y. 
KITTRIDGE, '57. A. S. Kittridge is at Wat-
son ville, Cal. 
F1scHER, '60. Rev. C. L. Fischer has re-
moved to Olympia, W. T . 
ALLEN, '63. Rev. C. D. Allen is at Tru-
mansburg, N. Y. 
HUNTINGTON, '64. Capt. Robert W. Hunt-
ington, U.S. N., is at the Navy Yard, Kit-
tery, Maine, awaiting orders. 
K1ssAM, '69. The wife of Edward Van 
Brunt Kissam, Esq., presented him with a 
ten-pound boy, on the 3d ult. 
MAcKAY-SMrrH, '72. Alexander Mackay-
Smith visited the college, W ednesde.y, having 
just returned from a visit abroad. His ad-
dress is 137 East 71st street, New York City. 
W ooDMAN, '73. The address of C. E. 
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W ood111an is Mo1u11:,tery of St. Paul the Apos-
tle, 59th street and 9th avenue, N. Y. 
BRYAN, '75. W. Bryan is traveling in Lou-
isiana. He will begin the study of law, on 
his return home. 
A:nrns, '76. F. W. Ames left college, on 
Wednesday, to take charge of a school in Wis-
casset, Maine. He will not return until 
March. 
CuBns, '79. George M. Curtis has been 
sick at his home in Meriden, Conn., for some 
time past, with chills and fever. 
P ARTJOL.E'S. 
A good many of the students spent the day 
at home.-How many receptions has Presi-
dent Pynchon held this year 1-Another Ger-
man, last night.-Towards the latter part of 
last year an attempt was made by a couple of 
persons, not members of '76, to obtain the 
lemon-squeezer from the bank in which it is 
kept, but without success.-Kurtz, '77, has 
charge of the college anemometer and hy-
grometers.-The Missionary Society has in-
vited Bishop Williams to deliver an account 
of the progress of church· missions in Mexico 
under the care of Bishop Lee of Delaware. 
As Bishop Williams has had much to do 
with the preparations for the miseion, the lee-
The Seniors are indebted to Mr. Garfield, ture will doubtless be very interesting. It 
mf\ster-mechanic of the Providence and Fish- will probably be held in the Cabinet and 
kill railroad, for his kindness and politeness thrown open to the public.-Skinner, '76, 
in showing them the practical workings of and McKennan, '76, represent Trinity at 
the locomotive, on their recent visit, accom- the Inter-Collegiate Athletic Association in 
panied by Dr. Pynchon.-The incoming Springfield, to-day.-THE TABLET board from 
board from '77 will soon be able to repeat the '77 will be Burgwin, Coleman, Hnske and 
old oft-repeated story of Adams.-Prof. Jim's Scndder.-The Ivy board of '77 is composed 
life, by C. H. Proctor, '73, has been regis- of Clark, Coleman, Kurtz, Norton and Rog-
tered in the public libraries of Boston and ers. 
Providence, and quite recently among "his- --- - ----------,----
torical documents" of the AstorLibrary,New . BOOK NOTICES. 
York. The old gentleman is going to make Miss Julie P. Smith of this city, has writ-
quite an item in history.-The Seniors ha~e ten a new novel," Courting and Farming, a 
finished Metaphysics and taken up Butler.- Story of Trinity College and Litchfield Coun-
Professor Hart has issued an account of the ty." For sale at the book stores. 
proceedings of the last meeting of the Ameri- V rnws AND INTERVIEWS oF J ouRN.A.LISM. New 
can Philological Association, of which he is York: F. B. Patterson, 1875. 
secretary. Prof. Holbrooke, Rev. Mr. An- The views of prominent journalists con-
drews and Mr. Richardson, were made mem- tained in this book are full of interest, and 
bers.-It is reported that the "Book" has deserve a better presentation than the cheap 
been replaced by a new one, which cost four- style and poor paper of this volume affords. 
teen dollars. Have the valuable contents Price, $2.00. 
of the original been transferred to this ¥-
Christmas vacation begins on the 23d of De. 
cember, this year, and ends on the 13th of 
January.-Rutherford and Warner were the 
Trinity delegates at the convention of the 
Rowing Association of American colleges, 
held in Springfield, on Wednesday.-Thanks-
giving-day passed very quietly about college. 
NOTES ON EXOHANGES. 
The Universitg Hemld has changed hands. 
The new board purpose devoting more space 
to personal items, local matters and general 
college news. In this, the Herald is pursuing 
our plan and idea of college journalism. It 
promises to be well-edited. We would sug-
190 THE TRINITY TABLET. 
gest, however, that they crowd out that ol<l, 
worn-out remark of the N. Y. Irukpenden:t 
about a good college paper. It sounds too 
much like a self-recommendation. 
ever questioued its pre-eminent al,ility to 
prostitute the English langmtge, and to 
blackguard every one that does not agree 
with it. 
R. A. A.O. 
The last number of the Bowdoin Orient 
contains a very sensible article entitled " Our 
English." In substance the writer claims · The Rowing Association, at Springfield, on 
that the educated are to blame for the corrnp- Wednesday, determined on the third Wednes-
tion which is continually at work in the Eng- day in July as the time of the next regatta. 
lish language. · It will be rowed in heats, if necessary. There 
The Virginia Universi~ Magazine of No- · was a sharp debate on re-admitting Trinity to 
vember is at hand. It is a very interesting · a ,·ote, Amherst, Dartmouth, Bow<loin and 
and ably edited number. We learn from it Hamilton voting against it. Trinity was 
that the literary societies conducting the given the Vice-presidency for this year. The 
magazine select at the end of each session a place for the regatta will be decided at an 
committee from the faculty to award a medal adjourned meeting to be held in New York 
for tllC best original contribution to the maga- on the 4th of next January. 
zine, and scholarships to the editors whose 
terms of office have been most satisfactorily CO VE Y & SM J 'TH, 
filled. 
The Amherst St,udent 1:itill endeavors to 
keep up its reputation for . heing dull and 
heavy. There is nothing in the last number 
to interest outsiders except the article on the 
position of Alexander Hamilton, in the Fede-
ral Constitution, which is both interesting 
and instrncti ve. 
One of our best exchanges is the Yale Lit. 
It is not in our power to criticize disparaging-
ly a single article in the last number, even if 
we would. The editorials are able on the 
dicusssion of topics, both of college and gene-
ral interest. .As a proof of our appreciation 
of it we have laid it aside to read at our leis-
ure. The Lit. thinks that .Yale is slowly pro-
gressing toward the university standard, in 
that two of the Senior professors have made 
attendance at their lectures optional. 
In our last issue we so far forgot ourselves 
as to condescend to notice that compendium 
of rascality and organ of low taste, the Yale 
Oourant. In consequence that delightful 
sheet waxes very wroth, and retaliates after 
the manner of the .Mephi-tuJ Americana. All 
the college journals seem to agree that in a lite-
rary way the Yale Oourant is nu, but no one 
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Passed Masters, Grand Chancellor8, and for passed and present 
officers for every society, 14, 18, 82, and 33 carat Rings and Jewels. 
Knight Templar Crosses. Agricultural Med1\ls and Key-Stone Marks. 
Every School and College Badge, and all the Regimental Badges, 
Musical, Yacht and Rowing Association Club Badges, Masonic, I. 
0. of 0. F., Eastern Star, Daughter8 of Rebekah, Odd Fellows, 
Daughter Mystic Star, Knights of Pythias, Foresters' Pins Tem-
perance, Good Templars, Temple of Bonor, Mystic Band of Broth-
ers, Grangers, &c. In fact it is unnecessary to particularize, for 
there is no Bf!.dge or Medal but what can be furnished by this estab-
lishment. Also, Diamond and Hair-work, Engraving and Repairing 
done for the trade. I shall be pleased to furnish designs, and for-
ward them to any part of the country free of charge on application. 
Our prices will always be found as low as any other house in the 
business, and all work guaranteed as represented. 
P. S.-All orders from etranger8 ordering goods must be accom-
with reference, or a sriiall remittance as a guarantee to 
the goods when delivered. 
JAMES DANIELS, 
DEALER IN 
A. HOLLANDER, 
Wholesale and Retail 
CLOTHIER, 
And Dealer in 
Foreign and Domestic Cloths, 
Tailors' Trimmings, &c. 
CUSTOM WORK A SPECIALTY. 
82, 84, 86 and 88 Asylum Street, 
HARTFORD, CONN. 
Baths at the "Mode!" 
HAIR DRESSING AND BATHING ROOMS 
16 PRATT STREET, HARTFORD, CONN. 
One Door West of Courant Office. 
. WM. HILLS, ProprietO'I'. 
We make our Baths a Specialty. First Class 1n Every Respect. 
P,-Private Entrance to Bath Rooms for Ladles. 
BATHS A SPECIAL TY 
AT THE 
ALLYN HOUSE 
HAIR DRESSING AND BATHING SALOON, 
WM. BILLS, Propri~tor. 
Noe. 77 and 79 Trumbull St., Hartford. 
The Finest Rooms in the City. Private Entrance to Bath Rooms 
for Ladles. 
Stone Br£dge Drug Store. 
D. WALLACE TRACY, 
HATS,CAPS, AND FURS, •SuccessortoE.S. U1aaINs&Oo., 
UMBRELLAS, TRUNKS, TRAVELING BAGS, ETC., Druggist and Chemist, 
247 MAIN STREET, 
. Opposite Post Office, 
HARTFORD, - CONN. 
Tiu Largest Store, and tke best Stock of Goods to gt found 
in Ike State. 
WE SELL DUNLAP'S HAT~. 
Dealer in First Class Druggists' Goods, 
OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS 
All kinds of Trusses for sale and applied. 
139 Main Street, HARTFORD, CONN. 
Especial care given to compounding prescriptions. 
